
Short Response #2
These short responses are designed to get you into the thinking of the author. They are all 
quite short, all 350 words (Please do not go over 400), but do aim at quality writing and 
proofreading. Each of these essays is worth 25 points.

Due Friday, February 15, 2019
After reading Robert Wilson’s “I Have a Problem with ‘Issues’” (America Now, p. 72), respond 
to this prompt:

Write about a word that bothers you. It can be one that’s overused or that seems to have lost 
its meaning (like the words in Wilson’s essay). It can be one that people consistently misuse. 
Try to imitate some of Wilson’s style. For example, you may choose to use the first-person 
plural (“we” and “our”) throughout, include some allusions or figurative language, or suggest
a possible solution in your conclusion.
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